The Rupture of Diplomatic Relations
seriously in the wrong, and owing to Wilson's personal sensi-
tiveness, would make prevention of rupture quite impossible/*
(3) CIPHER TELEGRAM
" Washington, 27th January, 1917.
" House suddenly invited me to visit him on behalf of Wilson,
and told me the following as an official message from President.
" First of all, Wilson offers privately to mediate for peace
on basis of his appeal to Senate, i.e., therefore without inter-
ferente in te^jritorial terms of peace. Wilson's simultaneous
request to us to submit our terms of peace is not to be regarded
as private. House revealed to me following thoughts of the
President. Our enemies had openly expressed their impossible
peace terms. Thereupon President had, as a direct contrast
to these, developed his programme. Now we are also morally
bound to make our peace terms known, because our desire for
peace would otherwise appear insincere. After your Excellency
had informed Mr. Wilson that our peace terms were moderate,
and that we agreed to second Peace Conference, President thought
he had given expression to our wishes in his appeal to the Senate.
" Wilson hopes that we shall communicate our peace terms to
him, which might be published both in Germany and over here,
so that they could become known immediately all over the world.
If only we had confidence in him, President was convinced that
he would be able to bring about both Peace Conferences, He
would be particularly pleased if Your Excellency were at the
same time to declare that we ate prepared to enter the second
Peace Conference on the basis of his appeal. Our declaration
might be shown to have been actuated by Wilson's having sent
us a direct request for our peace terms, President is of opinion
that Note sent to him by the Entente was a piece of bluff which
need not be taken seriously. He hopes lefinitely to bring
about Peace Conferences, and quickly too, so a.t*the unnecessary
bloodshed of the Spring Offensive ma^f be averted.
cc To what extent Your Excellency will and can meet Wilson,
it is impossible to tell from this side.    Meanwhile I urgently
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